

TO HiS BOOKE. 


Cjoe little booty :tby felfe prefent, 

A s child whofe parent is Vntynt : 

To him that is the prefident 
OfnobleJJ'e and ofcheualree. 

A nd if that Ernie barty at thee l, > 
A f fure it mil, for fuccoure fles 
Vnder the fhadow of his wing, 

A. nd aftyd,who thee forth did bring, 
A Jhepheards fwaine faye did thee ling, 
(Ad lias his fraying flocty he fedde : 

Ai ndwhen his honor has thee redde. 
Crane pardon for my hardy hedde. 

dBut if that any af ty thy namely 
S ay thou wert bafe begot with blames. 
For thy thereof thou tatyfl foams. 
Ad nd when thou art past ieopardes, 
Come tell meyvhatwasjayd of mee~> .* * 
A ndf will fend more after thes. 
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edmund spenser The Shepheardes Calender London, 


c To the mof excellen t and learned both 

* £> jatoi anti feocee^aplter OatytcH ffparucp,ljt!i 

verie (pedal and (ingulargood Trend E. K. comment 
deth the good lyking of this his labour, 
and the patronage of the 
newPoece. 
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— N C O V THE VNKTSTE, Say Jc -the oWc famous Poetc 

Mj Chaucer : whom for his excellencie and wonder full fktl in making, 

• his Tel iollcr Lidgate,a worthy icholler of To excellent a maifter , cal- 
Jeth the Londeftarrc of our Language: and whom our Colin clout in 
his TLglogue callcth Tityrus the God of ihepheards, comparing hym 
to the worthines of the Roman Tityrus Virgile . Which prouerbe, 

myne ovvnc good friend Ma. Haruey,as in that good old Poete it fer- 

ued well Pandares purpofe/or the bolftering of his baudy brocage, fo very well taketh 
place in this our new Pocte,vvho for that he is vneouthe (as faid Chaucer) is vnkift,and 
vnknown to mod me, is regarded but offew. But I dout not. To foone as his name (hall 
come into the knovvledgofmcn , and his worthines be founded in the tromp of fame, 
but that he (hall be not onely kirte, but alio beloued of all embraced of the moft, and 
vvondred at of the bed. No leffc I thinke, deferueth his vvittineiTe in deui(ing,his pithi- 
neflein vttermg,his complaints ofloue fo louely,his difeourfesof pleafure fo pleafmtly, 
his paftorall ru jenefle , his moral! vvifenelle, his devve obferuing of Decorum cuerye 
vvherejin perfonages,in feafons,in matter^n (peach, and generally in al feemely (imply- 
citie ofhandeling his matter,and framing his words *, the which of many thinges which/ 
in him be feaunge,! know will feeme the ftraungeft , the words them felues being ft> 
auncient,thc knitting of them fo fho:t and intricate^nd the whole Periodc 8c compare 
of fpeache fo delightfome for the roundneffe, and (o graue for the ffraungeneffe . A nd 
firfte of the vvordes to fpeake , I graun t they be (bmeching hard^and ofmoll men vnufed, 
yet both Englilh, and alfo vied of moft excellent Authors and moft famous Poeres . In 
yvhom vvhenas this our Poet hath bene much traueifed and throughly redd, how could 
it be, (as that worthy Oratour fayde) but chat walking in the fonne although for other 
caufe he walked, yet needcs he mought be funburntjand hailing the found of thofe a un- 
cient Poetes Rill ringing in his enres, he mought needes in ringing hit out fome of theyr 
tunes . But whether he vleth them by fuch cafoaltye and cuftome,or of lctpurpofb and 
chovfe,as thinking them fitteft for fuch rufticall rudenede of ihepheards , ey ther for that 
theyr rough founde would make his rymes more ragged and ruftica!,.or els be caufe fuch 
oldcandobfolctc wordesaremoRvfed of country folkc, fure I think^md think I think 
not amifllyhat they bring great grace and, as one would fay,. mdori tie to the verfe . For 
aluc amongft many other faultes it fpccially be obie<fred of Valla againft Liuic,and of o*- 
thcr againil Sa*ufte,that with ouer much Rudie they ade&.antiquitic, as couoting there** 
by credence and honor of elder yeeres,yet I am of opinion* and eke the beft learned are 
o t ie lyke,that t.iofe auncient folcmne wordcs are a great ornament both in the one & 
m j ? ° th l S C ie °ne labounngaofet forth in hys worke an etemall image of antiquitic. 
aiu. r lc other carefully difcourfng matters ofgrauitie and importauncc.For if my memo 
ty e not, Tuuie in. that bookc, wherein he endeuotueth to fot foicla the patemc of a 
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